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God has a plan for next year. It will be exciting to see it unfold. There will be the routine 

things we each expect to just happen. There will be the unexpected blessings and challenges. 

For us, the past year was filled with the unexpected. It seems like we could not plan our day-

to-day activities. It was difficult because we are people who like a plan. 

We began the year with Annetteós being sick for several weeks and spending time in the hos-

pital. Then she was slowed down by a broken bone in her foot. 

Dave became ill and spent his week in the hospital. Neither of us has spent time in the hospi-

tal, so it wasnôt easy to stay in the hospital beds! We found ourselves wanting to work, but 

too sick to do it! 

In March we discovered Kalkidanôs brain tumor and began a very time-consuming process 

of arranging for charitable medical care. Surgery was arranged, canceled, and arranged 

again. Post-surgery, Kalkidanôs medical treatment required that she be in Bloomington for 

six weeks. God scheduled the opportunity and time. We adapted. Deanna spent two weeks 

with her, and Annette and Desirea spent four weeks. We are so thankful for the care she re-

ceived. 

Daveôs mom turned 98 in May. We celebrated with a birthday party so that she could see her 

friends (If you know any elderly people, visit them; they get lonely). The birthday party was 

a wonderful blessing to her. Shortly after that, she began to slip, so more time needed to be 

spent caring for her. She died in October. A lesson learned: celebrate life while you are 

alive! None of us knows when death will come.  

Looking back over the year, we see projects and jobs not completed. Looking forward, we 

see, God willing, time to work on them! 

     - Annette 

Looking Back; Looking Forward 
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L  ast month I was blessed with the unique opportunity to be part of a six member team from The Chapel to minister in West Bengal, India.  West Bengal is home to Mother Teresa's Missionaries of Charity 

Headquarters and also to William Carey, the father of modern missions.  Over two hundred years ago, William 

Carey translated the Bible into Bengali.  His translation is still being used by young believers today, and Car-

ey's name is still held in the highest regard.  During the course of our ten days in India, we had the privilege of 

working under and serving with the leadership  of a growing church.   We were truly the students and capital-

ized on learning as much as we could. We assisted the young church leaders in hosting their first youth camp.  

For three days, we established rapport with the children (who were primarily of Hindu backgrounds) by play-

ing various games and more importantly, teaching Bible stories orality-style. While teaching the message of 

the cross, we were quick to discover that the main challenge with ministering to people of West Bengal wasn't 

their rejection of Jesus as God, but rather their unfortunate willingness to include Jesus as one of the many 

gods they already worship.  We were reminded that ministering to this world requires great patience.  Quick 

conversions to biblical truth should not be expected.  The pastor we served with understood this first-hand.  He 

came from a Hindu family that was visited weekly by a pastor for seven years until they finally understood 

that Jesus was the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). 

One of our greatest lessons occurred while attending a church that was 

about 30-40 minutes from where we were staying.  We were visiting 

with a missionary friend who taught children's Sunday school at the 

church. Her husband had recently been in a motorcycle accident which 

resulted in a broken leg.  On this particular Sunday morning,  one of her 

students, a precious little girl who had come from a very poor and diffi-

cult background, had given our friend  a piece of cake that she had made 

for the husband. When arriving home that day, our friend became very 

upset because she realized that she had left the cake at church and insist-

ed that we go back to retrieve it.  The idea of traveling the dangerous streets of Kolkata to get a piece of cake 

was not comprehensible to me.  Then God reminded me of what He has taught me while working in ministry. 

He reminded me that when working with children whose lives have been shattered, we should still have a will-

ing heart to express love (even if the love comes in the form of cake), and should handle that love as precious 

as life itself.   Our friend knew that she could not afford to damage the trust that she had built with that little 

girl over a forgotten piece of cake.  Based on the standard of living in Kolkata, that little piece of cake repre-

sented a tremendous amount of love.  The cake was retrieved and we came out with a precious reminder.  If 

we are going to minister to a lost and vulnerable people, we need to be willing to traverse inconvenient and 

uncomfortable territory to reach them and protect relationships. 

While in India, our team taught Bible stories to 60 children in a slum area and worked with some of India's 

most vulnerable in a red-light district.  Our team also served at a church on an island that had 12,000 inhabit-

ants, but only 18 believers.  We concluded our mission by participating in the commencement ceremony of a 

Biblical Foundations school created to train  and equip missionaries.   

(Continued on page 3) 

Ministering in India...A Piece of  Cake  - Adam Mains 
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Several years ago, Dave and I became guardians for a scrawny 

little red-headed girl. She came to our home having suffered 

much neglect and abuse. She couldnôt talk and dealt with life 

by hitting, kicking, and biting! After she was tested, we were 

told that she would probably never advance beyond the fourth 

grade level and would not be able to remember what we 

taught her. I cried and prayed. 

For years, I have prayed for this child. When I think of what 

was done to herðand what is being done to hundreds of thou-

sands of other childrenðI cry. I ask God to speak to the hearts 

of people and cause them to be willing to become involved, 

willing to sacrifice and suffer for the welfare of neglected and 

abused children. 

Desirea did nothing to deserve the treatment she had been given. She will be graduating from Heritage Mission 

soon with a vocational degree. She has become my right hand. Many times a day I call, ñDesirea, I need help!ò 

She has been invaluable the last few weeks in helping with Kalkidanôs care. She is limited in some ways, but 

blessed in many others. Because God brought her to us, she has a radically different life. 

Jeremiah 29:11 says: 

ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the LORD, ñplans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ò  

God has a purpose for every child that is born. We are His hands, His feet, His heart. It is our job to do our best 

to see that those plans are accomplished. We can all do something to help them. Ask God to give you the op-

portunity to help and be willing to sacrificially suffer to help. There are many Christian ministries that could 

use your volunteer time and need your money! Never underestimate the value of your financial contributions. 

A good place to serve is to volunteer in your churchôs childrenôs and youth ministries. 

 

I have participated in many short-term missions and always come back with greater insight into the expecta-

tions that the Lord has for my own life.  If the trip to India could be summarized in one word it would be RE-

LATIONSHIPS.  In the United States, we have been blessed with one of the highest standards of living on the 

planet, but if we are not careful we can become busy with things that ultimately won't matter when we give an 

account of our life to the Lord.  Now is the time to reach across to those who are vulnerable.  Now is the time 

to converse with those who seek the truth, but cannot find it.  Whether it is our neighbor, our relatives, or that 

new person at our church, let us capitalize on those precious opportunities while we still have a chance.   

Ministering in India (Continued from page 2) 

The Gift of  Time - Annette Mains 

Photo of Desirea here 

$ÅÓÉÒÅÁ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ 3ÁÃÒÅÄ (ÅÁÒÔ 
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Phone: 260-637-9980 
Fax: 260-637-0861 
E-mail: admin@heritagemission.org 

Heritage Mission  

1825 W. Shoaff Rd. 
Huntertown, IN 46748 

Heritage Mission assisted in organizing and presenting ñChristmas in the Parkò, a family-friendly festi-

val that focuses on the true meaning of Christmas. This festival was held in Franke Park on November 29 and 

30 and was sponsored by The Christ Child Festival.  

Kalkidan is a 9-year-old girl from Gurage in southern Ethi-

opia. At 7 years of age, she began suffering from headaches 

and eventually became blind. Her parents traveled with her 

from their village to Addis Ababa to see volunteers with Pro-

ject Mercy. In December of 2012, Kalkidan was flown to 

California for surgery. Kalkidan joined us at Heritage Mis-

sion in 2013 to continue her recovery and medical treatment. 

Unfortunately this year, another tumor was discovered. Kal-

kidan has had a challenging year, with brain surgery at Riley 

and six weeks of proton therapy treatment at IU Blooming-

ton, but through all of this she has remained a very happy 

and delightful little girl who enjoys bringing joy to those 

around her. We have been very fortunate to share in her care. 

Our students are continuing to work hard on their school and other activities. Abebech is playing on the 

Fort Wayne United soccer team and has also been selected for the Olympic Development Team Region 2 Pool. 

Dirshaye and Mehedia were just hired for part-time jobs at Kroger. Desirea volunteers at Sacred Heart nursing 

home. Meseret and Dirshaye continue to take karate classes and just earned their red-stripe belts. Zenash, Des-

ta, Belay, and Sewlanchi continue to work toward their college degrees.  Zenash is working as a CNA at The 

Cedars retirement community. 

News from Our Home 

Your donations relieve some of the pressure from 

people who are called to serve in full-time ministry. 

They are on the frontline of an important battle. 

Without volunteers and money, their lives are much 

more difficult. Arm them. Support them. You are a 

partner in the work and a partner in the rewards. 

Thank you for supporting Heritage Mission. 

As Christmas approaches, we have many who ask how they can help Heritage Mission. We greatly appreciate 

your love and prayers. Our current physical needs are 

¶ Paper products (napkins, paper towels, wax paper, toilet paper, etc.) 

¶ Monetary contributions for the continued operation of the school. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity!! 

Current Needs 


